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Queen Dowager 
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Quinquageſ ima Sludayi February 6. 1 686, 
(Being alſo the 


| ANNIVERSARY 


Of His Late 


MAJESTY.) 


> , Cacus adams ſdebar ſecus, viam;' * mendicans ; we By 


> — _ 


J clamavit, dicens.; Jeſu Fill David miſerere mei-! 
| y A certain Blind may (at by the way fide begging ; — . And he 
| < call'd out ſaying, Feſus Son of David, have Merey on Me ! 
| | Words taken ont. ofthe 18:h;:Chap: of'S. Licke 33,and 33; 7 Re 
S and Read-in the Goſpel of: this preſent: Sergey 1n Quinquage fore. 
{ - in "-: His Mornings Goljel (Sacted Majeſty ) 
: © were ] Maſter of my own choice, would 
\ oy lead''me! readily- Wc 'ShbjeRt, not” an- 
5 weldoine to Your Royal Ears: Offer d to Me 
4 upon the o&caſion "of the Anniverſary Remieim-. 
Sy, 


m__ of a Doleful, and yet Happy day ; Dole- 
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ful for the Departure of Our late Soveraign from 


this Life : Yet Happy for the manner of his Pre: 
paration for it. If we: look upont his Life, then 
turn our Thoughts upon the nehndier of his Death : 
We ſhall eaſily diſcover, both from the one and 
the other, how particularly my preſent Text be- 
long'd to Him : A certain Blind man beg'd, and he 
call'd on Jeſus to have Mercy on him, We may fit- 
ly parallel the Blindneſs of our Beggar in the Go- 
ſpel, with the Darkneſs which oblcur'd for a'time 
His Royal Sight ; and the Cryes of that ſame Beg- 
gar, With the Penttential Tears which Bath'd his 
Death-Bed ; and thoſe'. Ferrvernus- Bjatulations, 
which Reach'd ſo efteftually the Fars of Chriſt : 
That now with Joy before: his Altars, we Cele- 
brate the 4nnimderſary Remembrance of that Mis 
raculous Efe& of his Infinite Mercy -and Good- 
neſs, How gladly ſhould Ienlarge my (elf upon 
this Theme, and looſe my ſelf in the Ocean of a 
long Diſcourſe ; were I not checked in my fore- 
wardneſs by a Complyance I owe to the Cere- 
monies of the Church, which admits not of Fune- 
ral Rights and Solemnities on. days (like this) par- 
ticularly Devoted to Her Service. I muſt there- 
fore forcibly let this Subject fall, and take up ano- 
ther (though none fo proper) to Entertain Your 
Royal Preſence with, And thus I begin, ; 
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He connexion of. thale. Sacred. and Divinely 
-  inſpird Writings the Holy Goſpels, (al- 
though. peradventure, appears, nat. {o dearly ia 
the Letrer) yet may caſtlybe trac'd, by the dili- 
gent Obſerver in the Myſtery. [Fhis . may parti- 
cularly be'remark'd in ouripreſent Goſpel ; the for+ 
mer part whereof (though with lixtle appearance 
of connexion in the Lettes)) leads us Morooplly 
to a knowledge of thoſe Truths, which may be 
gather'd fram the Moral of the Latter ; chat parr, 
I mean, which I've. aſlum'd for nay Text. At 
the opening of-this Goſpel,| our Saviour 15 ſaid to 
have-call'd aſide his +welyeDiſciples,. ;and.to have 
madeto them, a part-from the reſt, 2 Patherick 
Diſcourſe upon his. approaching Paſſion ; but the 
Evangeliſt -who mentioneth. this , ſaxh...alſo of 
choſe ſame: Diſciples, That they waderſtood him 
NOt 5 Et #pſe naboet  harum intellexerunt : And they 
underſtood not 2 word of all this. 

Qur HolyiMather.the Catbelick Church, follow. 
ing-the Conduct of bler Great: Maſter, Reads to 
us Chriſtians her Diſciples-the ſame Diſcourſe : 
To Prepare us againſt this:Holy Time -of Lent for 
a'Fruicful Communicationof Ins /Sufferings. _ But 
enviy\rhis difma} Lecture 'of the Paſhon of Chriſt 
is Read to us ar a Seaſan, un which. the Hearts of. 
ſome loole Livers are fo little prepar'd to receive 
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the intended Advantages thereby - ( This being 
the Merry time of Shrowetide; a Seafon Dedicated 
to Sports' and Riots ; (6 46foreRtall. che. rugged 
time of Penance” with *Exceſles too-tooiCriminal, 
and Paſtindes at: thehelt bit dafigeraus, enough : 
Theit Heirrs;*F ſay; 7kUthis! lvoe iSeatonr'are _ 
nerally.ſo little prepart' for a 'Lefſon of Suffering 
and Mortificarion; !*' f as,hat is of the; Paſſion 'of 
Jeſus Chriſt 7) -Hhilt:of t96 100 many bearing, the 
Name'of C briſtians) 147klmmelionore reaſon.:may 
be verify'd, what was-alfodrid-of his Diſciples : 
Ipfe nihil borums intellexerunt: They did not under- 
ſtand' a word 'of all" this; thari'is, gf-all;thoſe 


_ weighty 'Maxitnis 'of our Ratigion:, ; boliich- this 


Mornings Goſpel did 'open'to them. -: 

This argues a ſtrange Blindneſs in che Hoacts 
of Sinners :- For the Cure of !which, 'as this; men- 
tion'd Pallage' "hath led-me to-rhe' choice; \my 
preſent Text: 'So I'ſhall endeavourito.draw from 
it thoſe Inſtructions which the: Moral/ of it ma 
ſupply me'with,:.both for'a right- knowledge of 
this Spiricual: Malady, and'of the-proper Means 
to Cure it by: Following 'therefore-the method 
of my Text,” I ſhall: confider in 'my: Firſt Part, 
The Blindneſs 'of Sinners, as: figur 'd to! us:1n the 
Blindneſs -of:that poor: Beggar.. —— ' quidam ſes 
debat fecus Viam mendicans,' ' 


iy 


hn 


PO I IN OE TOE TOI 


UMI 


(5] 


' WYS. In my Second. 
| The means which-ſinners are to uſe, like that ſame 
/  Beggar, for the Recovery of: their Sight. . Et 
' - clamavit dicens, Jeſu Fili David: Miſerere mei ! 
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| Thele are the. Conſiderations I ſhall inſiſt up- 
} on.; having firſt implor'd the Divine aſſiſtance to 
favour us. with a Ray of Heavenly Light, to diſ- 
poſe; our, Underſtandings for the Reception of 
theſe Truths ;- by the. Interceſſion - of the Bleſſed 
| Mother of ' God, in the Angelical Salutation, 
Ave Maria,&c. rien gs | 
Firſt Part. a 
FA Xcus-quidam ſedebat ſecus.viam mendicans; 
A certam:Blind man ſat by the way fide begging. 
The Blindneſs, Chriſtians, of this: poor Beggar, 
repreſents to* us (according to the common gloſs 
v of Holy: Fathers ) the Spiritual Blindneſs -occa- 
| fion'd in the Soul” by Mortal Sin.  Ambulabunt 
ut ceci, quia Domino peccaverunt ;-(aith 'the Pro- 
phet'Sophonzas, 'They ſhall walk like Blind men, - be- "- 17- 
cauſe they harve finned to the Lord : And the Book ©**** 
of Wiſdom, Excxcaxttillos Malitia eorum.; The Ma- 
lice of Sinners bath made them Blind, This. Spi- 


ritual Blindneſs then is the effec of fin, as it is 
pro- 
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properly its Puniſhment too ; it being the wane 
of a right Underſtanding on the part of a ſinner, 
to #6. 7M throughly the deplorable Condition 
Eccl. 4. he is in. Peccavi (faith the finner) oo quid mibi | 
: accidit triſte * I have firmed,” and what bath happen'd 
| to me amiſs ? 1 Eat, I Drink, I Sleep as I did be- 
fore.; my Meats are as Reliſhing to my Pallate ; 
and my Starabers on. my Downy-Pillow as Un- 
diſturb'd. Tenjoy a perfe&t Health, and Solace - 
my ſelf with the ſatisfa&tions of a Volptuous | 
Life. Quid mihi accidit trite * What hath happen'd 
to-me amiſs > What hath happen'd to Thee amiſs 2? 
Poor Wretch ! Didſt chou bur rightly underſtand 
the Damages (perhaps irreparable,) which thou 
ſuffer ft: by Mortal Sin, thou ſoon wouldſt change | 
thy Note ; and Bath thy ſelf in Tears, at & 
Gpht of thy Unhappineſs, who now art Drown'd 
in Jolltties, ' becauſe thou ſeclt ic'noc | 
This Blindneſs therefore being the effect of Sin: 
the chief cauſes of ir are as many, as there are in 
number Capital Vices ; which, like Fruitful Mo- 
hers, (give a Birth and Beginning to all the reſt. | 
Let us then run over iwour Thoughts the diffe- 


rent Natures and Properties of thoſe Radical Sins; | 

we ſhall eafily difcover, in Diſcourling-on theyr | 

Effets, how every ſingle Species:of that number: | 

brings with it its refpe&trve Blindneſs to the Seoul. * 1 

Firſt, Then of Pride chis Truth is manifet ; -thac al 
Sin 
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Sin confifting properly in an Inordinate Deſire of 
ſome. Extellency deſerving the Honour and E- 
ſteem of others : Appetitus mordinatus excellentie, 
cut debetur Honor QF rerverentia , ſaich S. Thomas, 
Hence 'tis that the Proud and Haughty Man ei- 
ther arrogates to Himſelf what he deſerves nor ; 
or bears Himſelf Confidently above others, as juſt- 
ly deſerving that Tribute of. Honour, which he 
Ambitioully covers. to. be pay'd to Himſelf alone, 
And theſe are equally the Effe&ts of Blindneſs; 
for were nor the Eye of his Underſtanding ex- 
treamly defe&tive, he would both diſcover his 
own unworthinels, and at the ſame time the real 
Merits allo of his Neighbour. | 
B Covetouſneſs allo Blindeth the Poſleflors- of 
| | Wealth according to that of Moſes in Deuteronomy, 
Munera exc ecant Oculos Judicums Bribes do hood- 16. 19. 
wink the Eyes of Judges, Gluttony. and Luxuty 
have their parts.al{o in the Spiritual Darkneſs of 
the Soul. Drunkenneſs ( laith St. Bafil ) Is the 5 
very Origen of all piety ; the occaſion of for ſaking OO | 
-Ged , it being an obſcuring of the IntelleGive Facul- 
- fy, by the means of Which we arrive to the knowledge 
of bim. Blindneſs alſo was the puniſhment of the- 
| Luxurious Sodomites , a Figure of that Interiour 
Blindneſs which ſtruck their Souls, Percuſſerunt Gen. rg, 
{ * @0s.cacitate, And 'tis obſervable in the Parable of ©. 
WI Os the Beggar and Dives : Anexample both of Glut- 
Lony: 
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tony and Luſt, That, Elevans Oculos {u0s in tormentis 
vidit Lazarum'; Lifting up his Eyes,whilſt-he was in 
Torments, he ſaw poor Lazarus: Andthen- indeed 
he knew him, whom whilſt he liv'd4n Pleaſures, 
he'ſaw' not; ſuch is the Darkneſs 'the Souls of 
Yoluptuons Livers are buried in, 'in Tormentts vidit 
Lazarum. Anger obſ{cures the Eye of the Intel- 
le&, falling down upon' it like a Fiery Cloud, and 
interpoſing it ſelf between the” Sun of Truth'and 
it ; * Super cecidit ' pnis, & non'-viderunt ſolem. 
And how many in their Paſſion, have fallen foully 


' upon their Deareſt Friends; who, when their 
Eyes are open'd to the Rayes of Reaſon, are ready 


to Expiate-ſo horrid an'Ingratirnde, with the 
very Sacrifice 'of their own Blood ! Envy alſo 
Blinds our Sight, that we cannot diftinguiſh right. 
ly the True Obje& of 'ours Sadneſs,” whilſt -we 
are dejected at another's Good, Iividia. (ſaith the 
mention'd S. Thomas) eſt triſtitia de alterius bong. 


Bur Sloth above all the reſt of her - Vicious Gom- 


pany, declares her (elf the moſt Malitious in in- 
ficting this Wretched Pumfhment on. the. Souls 
of ſinners. For whence proceeds this Coldneſs in 
the Spirit of Chriſtianity ? "Whence this'-Drowſi- 
neſs in the Service of God Almighty? This neg- 
le&'in complying with the Obligations of. onr 
Religion ? Bur from a' Sdothful Ignorance, 'and un- 
acquaintance with them. We underſtand not 


the 
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the Tyes of our Chriſt:an Daty ;. but the faulc 
is fixd at our doors, that weput not our ſelves 
in the occaſions .of being acquainred with 
them. We aredeſtitute of thole comfartable 
Lights that . quicken Devotion , becauſe we 
are eaſily tyr d with the practice of it; we re- 
[ .ceive not the Promis'd Helps of Grace in- our 
[ Temptations, becauſe we endure not long and 
perſeverant Prayer : That properly may be ve- 
3 rify'd the ſaying of S. Peter, in regard of ſuch ; 
Ceci ſunt,. & manu tentantes : They are Blind 2 per. x. 
| indeed, like thoſe who ſearch about them with 9- 
- their Hands, As Conſcious to themſelves, ſuf- 

ficiently of their own Unhappineſs , though ig: 


norant -.of the true occaſion why they ſuffer 


w__ rap | 
By Theſe are the different Cauſes of the Blind- 
| -- neſs of a Soul in ſin. Now if we will confider 


this IntelleGual Defect in its own. Nature, we 
ſhalt. find it diſtinguiſh'd into two kinds ; into 
the Blindneſs of ſuch as ſee not with their Eyes 
fout (and that's no. wonder,) and the Blindneſs 
of ſuch, as ſee not with their Eyes open (which 
certainly is the ſtrangeſt Blindneſs of all.) 
Apertis Oculis nthil videbat, ſaith the Scripture 
of the Perſecutor Saul, when he was ſtruck 
from Heayen with-a ſuddain privation of Sight 
CG - an 
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and in this he was the Fire of thoſe poor 
Wretches, 'who have indeed their Fyzs Open;but 


AQ9.3. ſee nothing 5 Apertis oculis nibil 'vident.. Now 


it you a8k me, 'who' thoſe Blind Men are with 
their Eyes Open ; 'wicth Sorrow Þ' muſt anfver 
you,' They are Chriſtians 3 "The Gentile, Jew, or 
what other Misbeliever there is, are'all Blind, 
Hacving (ſaith the Apoſtle) their Intelle&t :Ob- 
ſcur'd and: Seal'd up in'Darkacks of Infideliry. 

They are Blind indeed, and Blindly follow the 
Paſſions of: this World; "becauſe the-Bye- of 


' their Underftanding'i is\not open'd by the Light 


of Faith'to'behold the Aideenes Promis'd''to. 
us-Chriftians in the World'to come. Fhis'is 
the Miſery of poor Infidels and Miſ-believers, 
whom the Goſpel hath not illuminated with 
the Rayes of Truth. And theſe are properly 
thoſe blind Men, who ſee-not indeed, becauſe 


their Eyes are Shut. But>we' Chriſtians, who 


Have the Eye of our Underſtanding clear and 
open by. the Light of Faith; we, who are 
aflur'd that there is a God, 'a Heaven, a Hell, 
Ecernity, a Puniſhment for Sin'in the next Life, 
and a Reward for Virtue : We, I fay, whe 
Eye-ſight Faith hath clear'd to behold' all this ; 
and-yet tolive, as if weſawit not! Ag if theſe 
Truths:were fo wnany' Raveries of -a/ man-'in'a 
| Dream ! 


(11) 

Dream! What: a.difinal Blindnels, is this with 
the: Eyes ' Open! To believelike Chriſtiane, | and 
yet to hve like Pagans ! Chriſtiane wredere, Gen- 
tiliter viventes: | Saath Petrus Damuanus pon the 
bke occaſion.” : | 

That. the Pagan gives up” ths Bridle to:Con- 
cupiſcence, his excuſe is:tollerable; becauſe he 
knows no better. Bur intollerable in a. Chrz- 
tian, who! hath Learn'd the Lefſom of the 
Apoſtle :' That: Livers | according tothe Fleſh ſhall y  . 
dae':: Si ſecundum Carmen VIXerttis morienmi. 'Fhar ; 3- 

—__ Crucify'd his &wn Redeemer, this 

to ſaygthathe knew'him not ;; But what 
can/the Gabal Chriſtian. reply, who: firmly be- 
heving in hin as truly ſuch, yer Crucity him 

-- again by every Mortal ſin: Rarfm Cracifigentes 

= ſobimpt ipſes Filuem Dex, > offentus babentes, faith Heb.s.s. 
Se. Paul of ſinners ; Crutifymg' again th them- 
felrues the Smnof Gad,, and expoſing him to: ſhame 
and ſcorn | That: the Micheliever neglects the 
means our Saviour: hath: left us in his- Church: 

| for our Sabvation; it is, becauſe he rinderſtands 
not the value of them ; but how unpardon- 
able is it -in the Chriſtian and Catholick ; who 
believing the Sacraments,toderivetheir Virtue 
from the Merits and Sufferings of a dying God, 
yet profanes then fo ealily by ſo many im- 
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perfe&t Confeſfions and unworthy Communi- 
ons! Oh ſinful Chriſtians ! Your Eyes then: 
are open'd, but to render- you more Admir'd, 
and leſs Compaſſionated for: your Blindneſs. 
Your Eyes are open'd by. Faith to behold the 


horrour of a gaping Hell for ſinners: And:yer 


you behold not the eminent danger you your: 
ſelves are in, . in-following them. Your Eyes: 
are open'd to. diſcover the dreadful  Conſe- 
quences of Mortal Sin : -And yer | you diſcover. 
not the deſperate risk you every.moment expoſe: 
your.ſelves-unto, continuing in'it. Your Eyes: 


are open'd to conſider Speculatively, that the 


Life of a Chriſtian.is-a' Life of Penance : And: 
yet practically you.conf1der not how little your 


caſie and voluptuous way of. living accords: 
with it. . Are not We then, properly, We, (Sin. 


ful Chrift:ans) thoſe Unhappy ones, in whom. | 
is diſcover'd that extravagant ſort of Blindneſs : 


That their Eyes indeed are open, but they ſee no- 
thing ; Apertis ocults nthil vident * - Fx 


- » . But as thoſe Wretches are miſerable indeed, 
whoſe Eyes are either quite Sealed up, through 


the want of Faith': ( ſuch are Infidels and Mzſ- 
believers-;) or open'd by Faith, but to: ſee n0- 
thing.: (luch are Belzeving Chriſtians, . yet inſen-: 


ſible of their Miſery.; ) ſo again thrice. Happy 
Z and : 
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and Fortumte 'are- thoſe -ſinners,- whoſe” Eyes 
indeed are open'd, to ſee: (Such are Merciful- 
ly Illuminated with:the Rayes of Divine Grace, 
to look in time with- an-Eye of True Repen. 
cance into'the ſorrowful conditiory of their fin- 

_ ful Liyes.) The paſſage in Ggneſts of Adam's 
prevarication (take ic accord & the Myſtery). 
ſcems-to acquaint us with this 'Truch. For pro- 
perly may be ſaid of every Repenting Sinner, 
what Moſes ſaid:of our firſt: Parents upon their 
Fall :. Apert ſunt Oculi -amborum' ; The Eyes of, Gen. 3 7 
both were open'd, and ſomething then- they ſai. 
(Oh how - better was ' their condition than of 
thoſe Blind Wretches who ſee nothing.) Bur 
let us enquire'into the ſame -Fext,. what it was 
poor Eye and Adam then difcover'd, when their: 
Eyes 'were open'd; They. dzſcoverd. that they, 
were Naked, Copnoverunt ſe eſſe nudos-., 

This Nakedneſs of our 'firlt Parents, - repre--_ 
ſents ro ts - the Nakednels: of-a Soul deſpoil'd. 
of Grace. | Andſuch is the Misforrune df every- 
Sinner, who travelling, ' like the P:/grim from 

1 Jeruſalem to Jericho, through the croabled and © 

E-* dangerous ways of Sin, falls into the 'Hands of 

Thevees, the Devils, who' rifle him of this Sacred - 

Ornament of: his Soul. - - ; | 


| | This 
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"*Fhis diinigerons' W ay-was: that pron: (David 
' Barbatons tfage of the Theever-Infelking it, (1 
mica the" Devils, )- ispaiſionarety expaels'd by 
yr ne oy peri nat cflects of their 
fuly and is 6.5" gd HÞiuns vredattus ſum (cty'd 
poor Pie when he-was robid of ads gn 
nibrlunreda&}us fum'; O my God ! Lam brought 
ro nothing? Tamt-Plunder'd ! /Tam Bankrupt, | 
am'Rob'd'of Graee, the precious covering of 
my Sou}, 'and nothing now remains:co me. bur 
my own Nakednefs - Where is nous the fiveer 
Harmony of my Sotil-:The'ready Obedience of 
my Inferior Powers to their: Superior; Ofmy 
Paſſions to the Ruke of Reafon 2: Now nothing 


7 A 


- but Diſorder and Rebellion reigns within me. 
Where's the Colle&iow of all my good:Works, 
my . Meritorious\ Actions # Ald become the 
ſpoils of fin ? AltloRt! 'In'the flate Tam at pre- 
ſent, loſt ! Oh niy Treaſure of Grace ! Oh my 
Inhetitance to Glory ! Ad nibilumriredattus ſors: 
Eamrifl'd;, 'Famrum'd;, 1 any reduc'd to:no- 
thing. Er neſcivi , and thar which prov'd:the 
molt Faial loſs'of all, Tloſt the very Senſe of 
my Misfortunes; Ad nihilum redafius ſum, of 
neſcivi, Thus complain'dDavid then a finnet, 
when his Eyes were open'd to behold his Mi- 
ſery. This 
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- This\ſame readalſo.did wddgu take. before: 

' hiray and\\lighted+ince.che. Nands.of rhe lame 

fſcended (from Jeruſalem to; Ferichs.;, from, phe 
Rate-of innocenee-to: the tate ) of Þ1n. 10 Aad 
thelame track, and light:inro. the ſame Dil; 
afters upon the wey.. For(as S' Auſtin makgsthe 
Refiedion) -Onmes.n0s Adama fumus 3.iWEe are 
all Figur'> in«his Adam; We are alt Adangs t60; 4g, 
We-ought then-fo,.turn our Thoughts,ypon -OUF ef, 125. 
ſelves, and conſider that it is not only his Mil- 
fortune which deſerves our Tears, but. much 
mare.our own: ;.:1e that our -Firſs 4dam may 
properly ſpeak toys inithe Phraſe of qur Second, 
Teſus Chriſt : Nolite flere ſuper me., Jed [uper Luk 23% 
cuoſmet ipſos flete 37 4d not. 1y Childretts, your _ 
Trais/\on .mie:;; but- 08 Jour: fabves:..; And,-cer- 
rainly, Obriſtians, there-isjuſt reaſon foto. do, 
if we conſider {ſeriouſly how. Adamis Milery 'ac- 
cords with» onrs:;,n0t only.in whatave ſutler by 
Original fin : 'Butjalſo;in what. ve fufter..by 
our Actual; thoſe ſfins-which:after Baptili m We 
our ſelves.commit ; ;for.ivthele as. well as that; 

; Otnmes nos Adam ſumus ; We gre all Adams:-tao-; 

_ Fhatis,:we all. like - Adam!,-axe I if'd of our 

| Robe:of Grace and i[uſlice.z/alcthough we are - 
not: 


(16) 
.not 'all, Hike Adam, Fortunate in: Diſcovering 
.our own Nakedneſs ; Cognoverunt ſe eſſe nudos.. 

+ This Happy Diſcovery of our own Naked- 
neſs being the firſt Diſpoſition to a True Con- 

verſion:: We ought (' as' we are ſinners) to 

make-it our firſt requeſt to. God Almighty in 
| the words of our Beg ger in the Goſpel, Domine, 
ut videam ; Lord that T may ſee. Our Saviour 
ask'd him what he delir'd of him , He humbly 
anſ{wer'd,”it was, To ſee, Domine, ut cuideam. 

Let us then, Dear Sinners ,” with .this' good 

Beggar, demand of God the recovery of our 

Sight ; that ſo we may arrive to a right under- 

ſtanding of our Nakedneſs and Miſery; Domine, 

wt videam ! Lord , that 1 may ſee, how poox 
and naked a Wretch I am without thy Grace, 
and. what a Treaſure I have loſt, . in looſing 

Thee! Curethen my Heart of its-Inſenfibility, 

and ſuffer me no longer ro remain Cdld. and 

Tndifferent, ſfinning on. unconcernedly without 

the leaſt remorſe of Conſcience, or. without 

the leaft reflexive Thought of : what I have 
done : Quid fect? Domine, ut -videam.! Lord, 
that T may ſee , How Bountiful thou haſt been 
tome inthe Offers. of thy Grace : And hew 
ungrarteful I have been in neglecting.or. abuſing 
them ! How often thou haſt call d upon me, 


and 


UMI 
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and I have, anſweridinot! How.eafily I-follow 
the. Maxims: of: the. World; -rather than.choſe 
of thy School : The. baſe Satnionencs of: Fleſh 
and Blood: rather than the Leſſons of thy .Go- 
ſþel.!- Domine,. ut videam|. Lord, that 1 may ſee 
the manifold. malice of my SIN ! How 


much. I have deſpis'd Thee in qualicy:of .my 


Law-giver, prevaricating ; againſt Thy Divine 


Commiands,! How: muchI have deſpis'd Thee 


in quality: of. my- Lord,, refuſing | Obedience to 
Thy Soveraiga Will: How nib LE have de. 
{pis'd, Thee. in qualiry. of my La End, n-g- 
leing «the. Bearirude. thou ha -Courteoully 
Promis'd me.!. How much-I-- have. deſpis'd 
Thee in quality of my Creator-, abuſing the 
Bountiful Effedts of, Thy Creation to. Aﬀront 
the Beſtower of.them : My Memory, my Un- 


derftanding, and: my Free-will! How. much 


I have defpis'd. Thee. in quality of my Re- 
deemer , ſerting.no value upon the ineſtimable 
worth of. Fhy, Deareſt Blood, and bitter Death 
thou: baſt endur'd. fox me.! , How - much I have 
deſpis'd Thee in quality of my Judge, expreſ. 


ſing my ſelf fo litcle concern'd at the future 


Terrors of thy Tribunal !- At the Severity of 
thy final Sentence , and the Dreadful Effects 
thereof ! How much I have deſpis'd chee in 

D ” quality 
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quality of my Friend, ſetting {little by thy 
race, by which I correſpond with that Title !. 
And finally how much 1 have deſpis'd thee in 
qualiry of my Father,. forfeiting my Inheritance 
to thy Kingdom, and the unparallell'd Digs- 
ry. of being call'd thy Son. - All this I did-,. 
when I offended Thee , and: yet without the 
leaft concern. for what 1 had done :' aid fecr- 
But now unſeal the Eyes of my ſenſeleſs Heart, 
and I will pabliſh-che wonders of thy Mercy !. 
Revelaroculos meos, (ff enarrabo mirabilia.! = 
 Fhis Leflon Chriſtians, may: thoroughly ac: 
| quaint us,. of whar Inſtruction the Pallage of 
- our. Beggar in; the Goſpel is to-us; whar a 
Truth 1s cleared tous by his Blindneſs, and how 
his Wants-may teach us how to Pray. What- 
ought to be the ſubject: of a-Sinners Supplica-- 
tions; he hath: already ſhew'd us in; what he 
asked for, Lord: that 1 may ſee! Now, as he 
hath-raught us,. what we are. to Pray for; So: 
te allo teacheth us how we-are to-Pray. This 
ſha}li be clear'd ro-you in: my. Second Part , 
favour. me accordingly with your Attention. 


(19} 


| Secoud Part. 


TT damevit, dicens ; Jeſu Fill Dei miſerete 
met! Ant he caltd out, ſaying, Jeſus Sou 
of David, have mercy on me ! I have repreſented 
to you 4 Blind Man Begging for the Recovery 
of his Sight ; now I fha fa aint you withthe 
Efficacions Means, of which he fery'd himſelf 
in his Addrefs, that” fo kis humble” Suit might 
reach ot $avionr's Ear, and be Confiderd by 
hirtr ag he paſſed by. Clamavit, faith the Goel 
He cry'd out ; He calt'd or dur Saviour wick a 
lotd Voice. Now whats the Cbriftiar trican- 


ing of Calling on God Alniigftty wich'a loud 
Voice 2? fris to Accomparty pt Prayer' with 
our Works; thr fo otir Atfons, as well ' as 
Words, ntay' ſpeak the re#? Sertrirviegts of out 
Hearts .;- And our Lives: rernzin' ride Mate atid 
Pimb, whilſt our Tongues dv" oy for Mercy. 
We for fimus ſfrepentes vocthas'& matt moribas; 
faith $. Auſtin, Sertort 18. ds terbic Diwali. 
Who i5- chen his Beggar (contintres* the Holy 
Door int the fame place ; whofe ThHonghts1T = 
fhall foffowr in the fequet of "ds" Diſcont(e, 
Who is ther cflis Beppar , chat calls” on Chiiff 
with a Tout voice; ro'be Cird\of His Intetibur 
| I 2a: Blind- - 
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Blindneſs 2? Quis eft , qui clamat ad Chriſtum, 
ut pellatur interior cacitas ,., tranſeunte Chriſto, 


He anſwereth himſelf, Clamat ad Chriſtum, qui 


ſpernit ſeculi coo{uptates ; Clamat ad Ghriſtum, ani 


diſpergit, of dat pauperibus; Clamat ad Chriſt ua, 


quz.dicit non lingua: ed. vita miht. mundus C rucifixus | 


eſt, £7ego mundo. ; Thar Sinner truly calls aloyd 
on Chriſt, who, retaineth.no longer an, AﬀeCti; 
on; for: the. World ;.thar, Sinner; eruly.: callech 
aloud on Chriſt, who Diftributeth hs Cha- 


rities. to the Poor aad Neceflitous . that. Sinner 


knally. calleth aloud on Chriſt, whq Wirneſſerh 
nor. by . his: bare, Diſcourſes only, bur, by, the 
manner of his :Life;, That the. Warld' is truly Cru- 
Cified to. Him, and, He to the Warld.... ' - 
Theſe difficult ways of Calling. on God. Al- 
. mighty, although ſo earneſtl y.cecommended | to 
us by. that great Teacher, of is. Church, yer. aye 
hut rarely practic'd by Sinners , becaule they 
ke as rarely underſtood. -; Let us therefarc.exa- 
w.fugh 2eceptable Works.of Penan 
Ae k aloud for the doers of them,and | make 
Pa ſelves be underſtood as far as Heaven: 
Our. firſt Call then on God, Almighty for the 
EFOYenk pf qur- Sight ,.is ( with « .. Auſtrn:) .4 
ng of, che ſinfu RE ies of. fl Life. 
C gs ad;Chriftum- qui a Jerns [eculi. voluptates. 
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'Fhis: Heroiak: Action; land Her oiek C148 Ars 
deed, ' to gain a\victory,over Fleſþ.and, Blood) 
this Heroick Action.of- true Chriffian Courage. 
{peaks ſtrongly inthe Favour. -ebayJinnerito Je+: 
us Chriſt ;- ic, pleadvhis;. Gaule) at: the-lear 9b 
Meroy. :;Ittys bo of the: 
Sinner of the firicexity of h1s Converſion :.. How 
ſeafible. he is'of:thie condition of his ;S@ut.: ;How} 
unteiginedly. delzrous.0' be Heal;d of this, Snfign. 
mizy* And how xigorouſly, en his pargtheyong, 
tribuves tothe Ciize, by removing thole, Ab: 

ſtacles.that::may preyen. or hinder ig; Thoſe, 
Obſtacles are: our Paſſions fqr;the Woerd..How.. 
ſtrong.a Callthen;;avd boy; forcible.jn the Bags: 
of. Felirs:Chrift is a Chriſtian like yerquncing of 
choſe. Worldly,{Enjoyments: 04 Paſſions for 
whichihath raw&:qhe-oc30h of} our Blind- 
neſs | Clamat ad Chriſtum qui ſpernif\fecul:, vo-, 
Iuptates. {oo FD troy } antg — 

- We call:(with: $,iduftin).;in'i-another Yorce 
chatireacheth:zal(o,the:-Fars of, Jeſus, Gbrift;; a5 
often as our: Dhaxiczhle Afhſtances :do.jreagh; 
the'Neceffities:of the Poor ; Clayat &d-Chriſtam; 
qui diſpergit: oy dat pauperibus.,. Jngþe Book of 
Proverbs we read: a Threatnigg Sqntencen,gble: 


d 


to Chill-the Hearts of. Ungharitahle, Men: 


obturat aurem ſuam ad clamorem-pauperisy £ ipſe.21- 13: 
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clamabit , > men exaudietur; Who ftoppeth his 
Eays to the cryof the Poor, be alſo ſhall cry, and 

HI not be heard. From whence we may draw 
this Rational Concluſton , thac the opening of | 
ottr Ears to the Cryes of the Poor, is the open. 1 
ing of the Ears of - Chrift-to- us. And ſuch a 
Call undonbtedly is both Joud and piercing ; 
ſinee we employ as many Fonpues, as there 
are Momhs we fill, ro ſpeak for us. Clamar 
«d Chriftun, qui dijpergit," & 'dat pauperibus. 
A chird cal ao (with S. Auſtin) is of a Sinner 
whoſe Life is truly Cracified ro' the World, 
andthe World to it. And:catitherebe a Force 
more Charming, more Inviting the Mercies of 

 Jelas Chriff}- than to behold a Sinner ſuing co 
him in that fame Poſture , as He himſelf did 
ſe for the Worlds Redemption o his Father 

But perhaps ( Devout Chriſtians )- yow are: 
deftrous of a clearer Notion of fo Celebrated 
arr Expreffion/, and yet peradventure: {or litthe: 
underftood : {Þ mean, 4 Crmorfixion: of :a Chri- 

fttan to the World, andof the Wortdto him: Ile 
therefore give it to yow iwan cafe and: familiar 
Thought. - To be Cricified to the World,and 
the: World t6-us ; 'is to Have our Jodgements 
and' PraQtices'diredly contrary,. rhe:ones:: = 

: che 
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| che ochers; In-the Judgment and Pradtice of the: 
World it is a Crols,to live in the World without; 
| __ _ Enjoying ir; but in the Judgment.and practice | 
1 of 2 Chriſtian, thoſe very  Enjoymeats ate a 
Croſs, becauſe they hinder us in 'the way of 
Vircue, The World ſets a vahic upon his Gifs 
his V Vealch,his Honours, his Delights; S:Pat. 
on the contrary eſteerns chem ds dirt,as they are 
put in. Ballancs with : _ Chriſt> Haec omg Phil3.8; 
arbitror ut ſtercora, tut Chriſtain lucri faciam,” Oh 
how truly was the Ave. Crucified to-the 
VVorld, ard the VVorld to him ! VVhen two: 
are faften'd upon the ſattie Croſs; they necetla+ 
_ muſt-rurn their backs, rhe one ro th'/other, 
This ought tobe the practice of a4 Chriſtiang ih 
his eter rocal Crucifttior with the VVorld.. 
The VVorld'titrns his back bh you, turn yours: 
alfo upon che VVorld: The'V Vorld Laughs 
* you's - becauſe you live- up* to a practice: 
erent frotn his : Latigh ac him alſo; or ra- 
cher Picry him\, becaufe (through Blindneſs); 
he underflands no betcer, The Y Y Vorld loves: 
you not, becauſe yo ate no longer in the 
number of his Followers: "Fhen love not you 
the. VVorld, and fo-wilt little love bedoft be- 
_ VVhoſe Life correſponds- with 
Leffon of indifferency , may: confidently 


call 
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call on Jeſus Chriſt; "WH. Plang hi c CTuci- 
parks Gr rij0 miendo..- 1 %to193 5; 
- Such Chriſt tian-like jan _ ltr Axes. ac. 
cording to.the reflection.of. the Great, S: Auſtin, 
To many loudand ſounding Yoices, with which 
our Lives do:xall:ow-God,' and inot_ barely our 
Mouths only; (But as the Vertuous Actions of 
| the Devout ©hriſtian.ſound harſh and gratingly 
" inthe Ears of1Wachdhiegs = So he. is frequently 
checked by them,ang.defired x9-hold his Peace. 
The fame Bro happen'd/to our, Beg gar in the 
Goſpel, who was rebuked| for his, clamour by 
thoſe who-:ijn-| che company. of « our Saviour 
wei before him, and by chem: commanded to 
be falent.. Et qui preibant , increpabant eum ut 
taceret : And thoſe who went before, rebuked him, 
that be ſhould bold bit Peace; This very parti- 


cular of our. Goſpel, is alſo a figure of what too 


frequently. pafleth in the Church. Thoſe Re- 
bakers of the Clamorous Beggar, are Lazy and 
'Scandalous Chriſtians, who make it their en- 
deavGur.to impede the Vertuous purpoſes of 
the good : Bonos Chriſtianos mali. 0 tepidi pro- 
hibent. 

Noiooner doth; the Sinner begin to enter 
Seriouſly upon /a.change of Life, to deny him- 
ſelf choſe Hurtful Liberties which before "yg 

t00 
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| took, to withdraw- himſelf carefully from: the 
F - occafioris of fin In a word, to live upto the 
l Obligations' of his'Baptiſm and Religion ; No 
ſooner can a'ſinner reſolve on this, but-preſent- 
ly he-is oppos'd in his Virtuous Defigns : Qai 
dil;gunt ſeculuni, contradiciint ; The Lovers" of 
the World rebuke him for it. - They interpret 
his Converſion an exceſs of Folly ', his new 
courſe of Life ſome Fit of Melancholly or Indi- 
gefted Zeal, and a ſingularity tacitly condem- 
ning the Lives of ſo many others, 'who bear in 
che World the Name of Chriſtians as well as 
he, Ft nunquid alit non ſunt' Chriftiant-?” And 
are not others Chriſtians too ?*Such and ſuch 

| perſons are not ſo ſcrupulous ; they think it 
time enough” co take up yets>\ This Gallant 
for example continnes ſtill his" cnſtomary 'Diſ- 
orders, his Riots, hjs Debauthies, his Exceſſes 
in Drinking, Swearing, Gaming, andthe like'; 
Yet ask him, what he is, he anſwers you a 
Ghiiftian ; and ( though 'we hardly gather Git 
From hisTife) perhaps # Cathaltkroo, -THit 
Lady till expoſes her ſelf ro dangerous Lis 
bexrties, to Scandalous Privacies, which are'en- 
couirapernents ro ſir; - till ſhe fleeps away un-. 
 coricernedly the” berter Part ' of her” precioits 
hourg'levery moment of which might gain her 


an 
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aft: Brerfity' ; ) or {he Dreams tet away, wake 
wg upon ney Garbs, and; Faſhions: As af-for £ 
chat concern.alone the thaught her: ;{elf- plae'd £ 
in this. World ;. ſhe.is ſtill moRtlaviſhly Bxpen- - 
axe in, her: Preſs, which-makes her; as nartaw | 
Hearted tothe Poor..;. and.yet: ſhe, 3s -a Chri- | 
ſtian, anda GCatholick too. In. fine, chey Rilt. 
conform\-to 4he, Maxims;of- che World: z:, They 
little concern.them(ſelves in. the: Great Aﬀeir-of 
their, Salvation, and yet they all precend-to.a 
| place:in. Paradiſe as, well as we.:., Bar- tell- us 
not; (continues; the Holy Pofer,)! tell ws nor, 
how ſuch and.fach do Live,.but-how the Goſpe/. 
geaches-ihem;to Lives. Lat. chem nog invite us 


Temakes a change of- Liſe appear a" thing, im- 


praRicable by-Bleth and Bl6bd {The Con- 
bf our Pailions, 1Condbatto'be 'under- 
taken y more thaw Man: *} ation "the 
Burying of 6nes {eIF Alive; In line, iy eerss 
tb us\ Fonanes wide Rich: 'ij/g PAN 
fil: Viſhge; thar- many Sinners ar 
Courage totook- poll id2” Bur! this is 4 bv Cheas 
the World pars upon'as!”Phe face indeed of Pe- 
ndntas- a little roughſbtit her! —_ 
is Seer and Delightful," wrray: 3 
apply eo'this Sabjea'the Wordswtiie parts NT 
Moratift Smive4) which he lieafelfriade:ufe of 
writing to the Brlendy/ ff 0 Hrhif Viribwtth"C out age 
ayfilnſf the" Faxrs of Death "'THle (fakd!he; Ads 


| effihs Hibafalf 6 Devel poichourJth6-thEw'bf 


Fear) Tolke iam pompam, ſub qui lates" fiul- 


(07 bepities; Owiors'eS- 3 quan "Rupehs ſervub: eieths: Epilt. 2.4 


quainy ani voteniphe' Take)," Wakes hwy i #23 
fightful ſhewoiith-whids thou \appeareft: 6 ſeu 
Fools; Rembve thoſe Stables, *cover that Bu 

Pulenefs, dry"up* thoſe! Tears" of Relations” and” 
Friends Take} take-avay Hhreappoarinocey'oÞ 
Horrgu? that Siſcheiſeithee? *! Myr 55; Thouart 
no madre: thar Death, chat Bubbear: nothiag,” | 
which lately ni very ' BondMliv&Enconnterty* 
with Score; ! {ques nþbr* Jervus mes 90h, ; 
putrandie chef, b "IEEE pF 
ably 
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ably may we alſo: ſay,of .of a Lifeof- Movjnre: 


Tolle. [ſtan pompam ſub. qua lates ;;; Take, take 


away. that ' mask ' of "Terronr: which diſguiſes 
thee, rofrighten-Cowards i in Religion! Silence 
thoſe —_ and INES of. Mortifica- 
ton, Se 5 rug gling-: Combatin 
91 Blot! Shew. thy. (elf-- to. us $4 hy 
proper Colours !. F rides gh Thon arr hur. 
Blough- man;that. 
tender Girl-have paſſed through with, Courage, - 


Fleſh and 
Penance; A Life, this i ignorant 


Þ:th 


and.are Crowned for'it, Et tz non poteris-quod 


iſti &r-iſte.?: And cannot. you: do-like theſe and; 
theſe 2  Know,you no. better things thaathas. 


vile Peaſant ? Qwn you, your ſelf-ito; havew 


lefler Heart than that poor Girl 2 And ſhall theſe. 
ſnatch--from you the Kingdom. of Heaven-2- 
Take, —_ !) take. this Thought to heare) . 


You'l find a. Life of- Penanze;no ſuch Monſter, 
when ſuck, and. ſuch-have\Courage. enough! co 
rame.it! And their Examples as ſharp-a Spur 
to.Egg.you on in the way: of Virtue, as thoſe 
can be, of Vicious Livess to draw: you back: !. 


"Them let-us not be. daunted- at. the : Fri 


ighful 


Atguments of .the World ; .but rather. "4 nag 
fare-us the example: of. the Beggar in.»the Go-- 


[pel, ,and take: his.nacthod for.our Rule. . 


ings indeed zebuk'd him fos his Clamour;. 
bur: . 


The: 
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but he: inoreas'dit,. inflead. of. heing Silent. ar 
heir cherk-: ; « prepabere: 2 nt es i 


fag ak a $0 Wola... IF? 
eee thoſe Dit Eg!" 


ion of them, :- pony rs -gperis þy 
"rantia-eſt. | Had the. Beggar been 
ctherebuke: of. the | Multitude, . his Prayer” had. 
not arriv'd to the Ears;of Chriſt... 'Andif = 
oppalition; can. make..us. tarn our . backs, we: 
may often;.cnter, the: Liſts co Fight, þuc our 
Gowardiſe will not ſuffer us tobe. Croww'd. - 

. Wemuft doin our. Converſions to. God Al- 
mighty,:as: Abrabem did.in-his Sacrifice, when 
the-Birds deſcended, to diſturb him.in.ir, Abro- 
ham (as we read in the: Book of Genefss,) had 
ptepar'd the Fleſh of certain Victims clean and; 
rieat,. to, offer. them in © Holocauſt-ro. Gay Al- 

hty But, whilſt be was. occupy'd; inrthis. 
Re eligjous. Care, Deſcenderunt V WA oor a= 
davera-: Certain unclean and hungry. Birds of 
Prey, (drawn thither peradventure by the ſcene. 
of the: Bodies, ..) came. fluttering, abour. 


him;.-- 
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hini{ att giqvit r- duty” Beaks and 
Twllorns" yes Bren =o "at 
kin f6: the Pulokayſs.>"Whit (id "FS 
Pirriatch in this Diftracti6h?- In" "this 'difine= 
OR Lane”, debat 45 HeUn 

Jer luncorce ly oy A824 * v x6 
oe IEA Fen er 
wig Fervour that'HolyWork; the greater 
waSirhe MetefKiriori he-fiffer Ui Tt =!" Pilf at 
HiFi $i Jef Bi an eriiifiurded 7 hefinfſHed 
his fee" 225 "ia Nvicks! thoſe Sinners who) 

are theinſelvesby a- :hanj evf Life; to offer 

up t6- 0d-A Innpfity 4 Þ Szcrifice of 4 
-Obkitr hes rd & mecthhdecd with Uhifleiar 
Bids; that abotitithen 6” Eiſtirb ther 
too; 'Thelſe arethe: Ternptations of "their paſt 
Fife, >wehich <Ren” feturn'ity. their Devotions, 

h 3 Wollh Tt OI wo 

BiCRebir PHGughts1 Puxary 

'P apon” -our + good* Refolutions Hiving 
haſte, -Ghattony 6G ir purpoſes'of quitting 3 
our Rivtobs ind Debaichell T:3Ves': $1oHÞ 

oy Vigilaney- it the *Service'bF God, and he 
Tear concert” for the Salvation of our Fouls, 
a fo for the reſt *Bur drive thoſe Bird; away. 
(Pafley'nbt with your Temprations) anda chey 
reirin tpon you; drive thern awayagdin. Poubr” 


not 


ah w wary Ob OTF 
| I complear. [youk $a ifice:3' thAC Ns - 
I m_ the Work of. your: $a es 
the Gharch: with Joy may {ee ihe Frojphuareh 
1- The," Chrifttans,, are; the! [eighty! | 
ons: that offet,; cham(clyes to. ou mal Seri 
Thoughts, upon the Moral Examiigation ef this 
Tex6.;; The Gorpgral,Blindneſs: of tha P 
Boggar -depteſonts.59; Ie une 
of a Soul 3n-/Sin.' Which Blidgdael, (if watann- 
2 right. Coaceir of it): is (0! deplorable ordained 
of OG jp —_—_— wy - 
iog opeivd by.c Eph Fain;Lanaydt10- 
main inſenſiblerof their Miſery: chat prepesly 
wich,cheir:Eyes/open, they lep-aRthing 5 pertts- 
cllis:mibil; Drderit! Thalt indeed amonghh ars 
whoare-defirons tohave their/Eyeighralead, | 
to difcover theitrown Nakedde/e; bingh2a dil 
covery being/a,,priricipal” Dilpaliviots/ tor trye 
Gonverfion ); have alſo amerbedigivenrhons + - 
by one. Blind Begfas,, bow: to Addreſs/them- 
ſelves to;Jefus: Crit forthe recnvery af cher - 
Sight : \Dominez, ut: videath"! - Lott, dbat Lay: 
ſee! He-call'd on Chriſt with a loud voice, Cla-- 
— and ſo muſt-we' ; but (ina ready come + 
yance with $4 aint Sage Advice, ) let not 
Fay 'our: Tongues you on him; bat our _ 
AHOs-- 


(32) 


alfo."\.' Th heard himfelf. Rebuhed 
the nd 4 'cominatided to wt 


Peace, Increpubant eum ut taceret. * The' ſaime 


rough uſage muſt we expe&'from'the Tenapta- 
tions of the World and V Vorldly Livers,x 
malitionsendeavours-are to tetard'owr Progreſs 
in oe way- of Virtue; ' Let usthen no more re- 


gee tem than the Blind man didthe . Peoples = 


t 16 Or Voice may reach the Bars 
ChHRs,  Youchſafe us then, "dear Son of Da 
as thou didft che _ man in the- Goſpel, a 


Gracious ſpice , and ſee! Cle our 
away why lane ngs LF he thoſe 


Clouds, which Paſ- 
_ and Ignorance have drawn: before thera / 
Grant usthe Exerciſe of a lively” Faith, to diſ- 
cover thoſe Sacred Truths, which are conceal'd 
from-the Eyevf the VVorld Purify our'Souls 
Fromm: Sina render them capable of bebolding 
that Inviſible Being, which is'only the Obje& 
of a dv: Heart.” That — tothe: right 
env fy e-of Thee in'quality of our laſt End, 
and chiefeſt Good, we FN ray to Thee, Praiſe 
Thee, mines Thee for Ever.” Amen. 
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